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AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 
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In response to the Official Action dated May 30, 2002, please amend |he 
above-captioned application as follows. 
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IN THE DESCRIPTION: 

Replace the original abstract with the new abstract presented herewith on a 
separate sheet. . 
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Replace the paragraph beginning on page 40, line 20, with the following: 



The inner tool 104 shown in figure 11 also comprises a balloon 6 mounted on 
a tube 8 for its inflation. The inner tool also comprises arms 140, here three in 
number, carrying cutting parts. The arms are connected via their proximal end to a 
common cylindrical support 142 fixed to the tube. Each arm has an elongated spiral 
shape around the axis of the catheter, around the balloon. The three arms are 
evenly distributed around the axis. The three arms 140 are made in a material that 
is elastically flexible, they are at rest when the balloon is deflated as in figure 1 1 . 
When the balloon is inflated, as in figure 12, the three arms open out elastically 
under the influence of the balloon. They maintain their spiral shape but the radius of 
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the spiral becomes greater. Each arm has a local flat shape the thickness of the 
arm extending in a direction radial to the axis. Each arm 140 carries cutting parts on 
its outer surface that are here formed of sharp ridges 116 which project upwards 
above the outer surface. Each ridge 1 16 is of long rectilinear shape and extends 
from one side to the other of the arm edges. Here the ridges are oriented parallel to 
the axis of the catheter. All the ridges are therefore parallel to one another and 
extends from front to back. Figure 1 5 shows the arrangement of the ridges and 
arms for a catheter comprising five arms. 



